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THE JEWS IN AUSTRIA. 


An important work has just been published, making most 
extraordinary revelations concerning the policy of Austria 
towards her 700,000 Jewish subjects. It is not our intention 
to review this work, but we deem it a duty to lay before our 
readers some of its harrowing details. These would be scarcely 
credible, were it not for the evidence deducible, that the writer 
is an eye witness of the circumstances which he describes; and 
because, though these statements have been circulated through- 
out Germany, no single reviewer, that we know of, has ventured 
to impeach their veracity. The account before us contains an 
historical sketch of the peculiar circumstances under which 
the Jews were eaiuaieeea into the Austrian dominions, after 
the awful massacre which signalized their expulsion in 1421. 
Of this massacre, Kurtz, the historian, (a Christian,) gives a 
brief notice, proving the falsehood of the charge, which the 
cupidity of their rivals had invented for their extirpation. A poor 
woman was, apparently by torture, brought to confess that she 
had stolen a sacred wafer, and sold it to a certain Jew, named 
Israel, for purposes of revilement. The maltreatment of the 
host was said to have drawn blood from it! but the judicial 
records exhibit how Israel, his wife, and friends, maintained 
their innocence under torture. Eventually, Duke Albert the 
oth was induced to order, that every Jew in his dominions 
should be thrown into prison on one and the same day, 24th May, 
1420, with the intention that they should be exterminated by 
fire. Many determined to refuse the alternative of baptism 
offered them, and, in order to escape the horrid death impend- 
ing, sacrificed each other by opening their arteries; having 
first foiled their enemies b burning the treasures which were 
Known to be the true obiest of their persecution. Many 
Waggon loads of Jews were burnt in a meadow near Vienna. 

ome were unable to resist their fate, and pretended to embrace 
: ristianity. Of one of these an interesting account is given 

y Arenpeck. We give a translation from the Latin. 

Albert, called Frederick before he assumed the govern- 
ment, enraged against the Jews, ordered that all of that people 
under his dominion, who should refuse to embrace Christianity, 
should be put to death. Many consented to be baptised out of 
hae among these was one of whom Frederick was very fond, 

aving been accustomed to admit him to his private apartments, 
— he began to reign, as an intimate associate. is man, 
cn “s leading a life of penance for some years, declared his 
= niion to return to Judaism. Frederick dissuaded him 
th rs ly, in order that he might not forfeit his life. Finding 
ace is words were of no avail, he sent for theologians of 

€ school at Vienna, in order that they might instruct the 
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to marry: the rest must die off. 


young man :—he added entreaties, tears, promises and threats ; 
and when his hopes proved nugatory, reluctantly yielded the 
young man to the demands of justice. The victim was led 
to death, unbound as he had requested; when he saw the 
burning pile he commenced a Habiew hymn, and intrepidly 
cast himself into the flames; and thus singing, he was con- 
sumed.”’ | 

The Jews admitted into the Dukedom of Austria, after 
this horrible massacre, were obliged to submit to the most 
onerous stipulations and restrictions, upon whith was subse- 
quently modelled a code of laws for their government; and 
thus it is, that the cruel terms imposed upon the assumption of 
their impiety; have been allowed to remain against the Austrian 
Jews, notwithstanding that the charge which appeared to justify 
such policy has been acknowledged to be disproved. 

Another proof of this blind injustice towards our suffering 
brethren, is the still existing annual exaction of a heavy tribute 
from the Jews in Bohemia. Its origin is the following. In 
1744, the Empress Maria Theresa, being at war with Prussia, 
accused the Jews of holding communication with the enemy, 
and decreed their expulsion from Prague, the capital, on the 
instant, and from the whole of Bohemia in six months. The 
entreaties of the Jews for a respite of this cruel decree were 
strongly supported by the Bohemian states ; and, eventually, it 
was purchased for a stipulated term, at the cost of 205,000 
florins. At the expiration of the term, a tribute was again 
exacted for permission to remain, notwithstanding that no 
colour of proof had ever been adduced of the validy of the 
original charge; and there yet remains an annual impost, still 
heavier than when first instituted, and rendered even more 
intolerable of late from the circumstance, that while the 
Austrian policy has diminished the Jewish population by many 
thousands in later years, the tribute remains of the same amount. 

These are but mere exemplifications of the principles upon 
which the Austrian Jews are governed, and we now proceed 
to give a summary of the oppressions to which they are sub- 
jected. They may be divided under three heads. Ist. The 
deprivation of various rights of citizenship. 2nd. The imposi- 
tion of extraordinary taxes, beyond those paid by others. 3rd. 
The contempt associated with these oppressions.—lIn_ illustra- 
tion of the first: the Jews are restricted to certain localities, 
sometimes to districts called Jewries ;—there are cities in which 
they are not permitted to pass the night ; in others, for instance 
Vienna, even a foreign Jew must buy a leave-ticket for a fort- 
night (it-can only be renewed twice). In Moravia, especially, 
only a given number of Jews are permitted to have existence. 
The eldest sons only of certain privileged families are permitted 

in illustration of the 2nd 
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head, we may instance the impost, im Galicia, of a given tax upon 
every light employed by a Jew on every Sabbath evening; it 
he be too poor to burn a light, his furniture is confiscated for 
the tax; because he would burn one if he could afford. (This 
tax is, in some cases, 5d. English, per light per week ; equivalent 
to a much larger sum, estimated by the amount of food it will 
purchase there.) In illustration of the 3rd head, we may in- 
stance various cases in which the testimony of a Jew against a 
Christian is invalid, although the converse is quite legal ;—and, 
moreover, the awful imprecations under which a Jew’s oath 1s 
taken in all judicial proceedings. 


These specimens, given as mere illustrations, however revolt- 
ing they will appear to the English reader, are, after all, not the 
worst features of Austrian legislation towards the Jews. Did 
we give all the sickening details, however authenticated, ordi- 
nary readers would be incredulous. If they imagine that a 

eople thus treated are useless to the state, it may be proved 
by statistical returns, that the most thriving districts are those 
from which the activity and enterprise of the Jews are not ex- 
cluded. While the statistics of crime exhibit in no respect a 
more favorable complexion in places whence Jews are banished, 
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all that is virtuous in patriotism is found among the Austrian — 


Jews notwithstanding. The translation of the following anec- 
dote is copied from the Conversion Magazine to save trou- 
ble :— 

‘*In 1816, that vear of famine, in which money was scarce and 
credit everywhere shaken, the late Emperor Francis applied to 
some rich capitalists in Vienna for a private loan, with a view 
to the immediate alleviation of the prevalent distress ; on which 
occasion, however, refusals were not wanting. A similar appli- 
cation was made through a third person to a rich Jewish mer- 
chant at Vienna. He asked, ** What sum does the Emperor 
wish for ?’—*If possible 300,000 silberguiden.” ‘* They are 
at the disposal of his Majesty.” ‘* For how long a period ?’— 
‘* As long as the Emperor requires it.” ** Qn what security ?”’ 
require none.” At what per centage As the Em- 
peror takes the money with a view to the alleviation of the 

eneral distress, I renounce all claim to any interest.””. The 
acres kept the money for nine months, and a patent of nobi- 
lity was then offered to the lender as a reward for his assistance. 
He, however, declined the offer, and was contented with ob- 
taining for his children the favor to be permitted to remain in 
that country to which their father had rendered so great a ser- 
vice. (Jud: in. Oest., vol. i. p. 257.)” 

It will be a natural question, Wherefore the Jews, thus op- 
pressed, have not emigrated? Not to multiply reasons;—untl 
within a few months, Jews were not allowed to emigrate at all, 
for the tax upon Jewish emigration amounted almost to a pro- 
hibition, And whither should they have retreated ? where has 
been the hospitable shore prepared for their reception? where 
the means for their support meanwhile ? 


The picture thus presented of the state of the Austrian Jews, 
is indeed a sad one. That their position was not a happy one 


were certainly ayeeeerne: In a country so tenacious of con- 
servative principles, nay, which may be regarded as their 
stronghold ; ina country whose vital principle is caution; where 
even the slightest alteration is long matured, and only gradually 
introduced; in a country which so warily protects existing 
relations and interests from the effects of change; in such a 
country, we could scarcely expect to see copied the sweeping 
measures adopted in several other states, for the removal 
of those monstrosities which the passions of the middle ages 
permitted to disfigure the legislation for Jews;—=still we 
thought it consistent with the principles of the Austrian empire, 
to pursue, gradually, the policy which humanity dictates. There 
was not the slightest doubt on our minds, that Austria accorded 
in her views concerning the Jews, with her most intimate allies, 
Prussia and Russia, both sharing the like conservative prin- 
ciples. The former has, for more than twenty years, finally 
struck off the fetters of the Jews, by declaring them state 
citizens; and the latter, is constantly striving to prepare them 
for the due exercise of those nghts. That such were the views 
of Austria, that she also recognized the just claims of her 


i 


| es; because, his mind encom 


Jewish subjects for an amelioration of their condition, was 4, 
be regarded as necessarily resulting from an impartial adminis. 
tration of justice—the basis of all government, and the impor. 
tance of which, is so fully recognized by the sovereigns of that 
empire, as shown by their mottos, ** Fiat Justitia pereat mundus’ 
& ** Iecta tueri.’ That such were the views of Austria, w, 
deemed still further guaranteed by the character of that ex. 
alted and consistent statesman, the Nestor of European diplo. 
matists, who now guides, with a safe hand, the state polity of 
Austria, and who is moreover one of the chief digestors of tha 
magna charta of the German Jews—the federal act of th, 
German princes, guaranteeing to the Jews the preservation oj 
their existing rights, and imposing upon the confederates th. 
obligation, rather to enlarge those rights than to curtail them. 
That these were the views of Austria, we supposed to be certain, 
because of the great importance and numerical strength of her 
Jewish subjects, who, in some districts of the empire, are gene- 
rally admitted to be as the arteries, without which the vitality 
of those districts would soon cease. 
views of Austria, we further believed, assured, from considera. 
tion, of the great mischief likely to arise to her froin the 
alienation of so powerful, so enterprising a people. What 
therefore was our surprise, our bitter surprise, to learn the 
species of martyrdom which Austria inflicts: on her Jewish 
subjects!) What! a government reputed so just in its general 
legislation, so lenient in its ordinary administration, shall cease 
to be just or lenient so soon as the question is of the Jews! 
And Austrian statesmen, with such a reputation for sound and 
consistent policy,—shall they abandon those principles when 
dealing with the Jews, and scarcely permit them to maintain 
existence, nay, even to vegetate, in some districts! . That man 
must indeed be cold, who can read the harrowing details of the 
book before us, unmoved. Need we be brethren of these worse 
than Egyptian bondmen, to burn with indignation at the re. 
cital? It is not merely as Jews, it is as men, that we accord 
our sympathy; for who that recognises the stamp of the Di- 
vinity imprinted upon every man, whatever his creed, but must 
join in the outery of suffering humanity! Can such a system 
of flagrant injustice, perpetrated under the sanction of an en- 
pire’s laws, endure without disgracing the age which witnesses 
it!—-without branding the religion which permits it ;—without 
invoking the vengeance of an outraged God on the government 
and its instruments, which execute it:—and without handing 
down their names and memories to the execration of posterity! 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION S*' 
EXODUS XVIII. 


‘‘ And all the people simultaneously answered and said, a! 
that the Lord says we will do.” Thus acted our ancestors, 
when first called on, after their arrival in the wilderness, t 
receive and acknowledge the yoke of Heaven. They did no! 
pause to dive into the reason of God’s commands, for the} 


: : _ Were content to listen and obey: Delivered from the bitteres! 
was already known to us, but for such astounding details we | 


slavery by the same Almighty Being who now requires them 
to serve him; redeemed * with signs and wonders and with 
an outstretched arm ;’’ having witnessed the overthrow © 
their enemies in the mighty gulf of waters, while they them- 
selves passed safely through; having received so many evi 


dences of the omnipotence and all-sufficiency of their God, ca! 


it be a matter of surprise, that they should thus at onc 
confess their willingness to yield an implicit obedience to His 
will? On the contrary; is not this the obedience which ve 
should be ever ready to give to an all-wise, an all-bountiful 
Providence. True, there are many at the present day, rati00- 
alists as they are termed, who stipulate for the why and because, 
of every ordinance; but what do these become,—sceptics “ 
deists, either denying altogether the existence of Providence. 
or refusing to recognise divine Revelation. And how 1s this’ 
Because it is impossible for man to reason on subjects with thé 
fundamental principles of which he is unacquainted ; becals* 
seeing only the circumscribed prospect of the present, and that 
bounded by the immediate circle in which he moves, he can 
_—— that which is to abide in all ages, to hold good 0 
by its frail and peris 


That such must be the’ 
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able tenement, partakes more or less of the evanescent and | 
corruptible nature of all around it, and is, therefore, incom- 
etent to soar to the omniscient and pure spirit that pervades 
all space, rules all matter, and guides creation. No, the true 
obedience of love and faith is that which yields unreservedly :— 
‘f reason can afterwards bring conviction to bear upon action, 
and justify us in the course we have adopted, obedience may be 
more congenial, but it may also be less worthy. If we do not 
lace our faith in that great and incomprehensible Being, 
whose power guides this measureless universe with its myriads 
of revolutions and changes, what should we be? on what could 
we rely ? 

The decalogue, which is contained in this portion, needs little 
comment. Were that the only boon conferred by a merciful 
God on his dependent creatures, it would have been, as it is, 
an inestimable one, containing, as it does, the basis of all that is 
religious and moral. Were that the only benefit that revelation 
(to us) has eonferred on civilized nations generally, it shouid 
have been sufficient to attach them to us by the most united of 
bonds. To us, as the receivers, mankind are indebted for 
these principles of religion and morality. We were the de- 
-positaries to whose care these eternal and sacred truths, with 
the others which depended on them, were committed, and it is 
our duty to teach them tothe world. While we do so, however, 
we should not be forgetful of the duties they impose on us ; 
we should not forget the high origin of our nation, the lofiy 
destiny that is to be ours hereafter; and above all should we 
ever bear in mind that on us, as on our ancestors, are these 
words of God binding. ‘‘ And now if you will diligently 
hearken to my voice and keep my covenant, then you shall be 


to me a — people from among all the people of the 
earth; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests—a holy 
nation.” 


THE CONVERSION HUMBUG.—(Honorary abuse.) 


Sir,—Your classic readers will remember an anecdote of the 
Grecian theatre, connected with a bold man who ventured to 
expose some of the humbugs of his day: this daring wight was 
caricatured on the stage by Aristophanes; the audience, in 
extacies of delight, at seeing their officious censor so reviled, 
were all impatient to know the original, when that illusirious 
original rose from his seat in a side box, and avowed himself to 
be the person aimed at.—With all due humility, after so 
illustrious an. example, J claim the honour to have sat for the 
following caricature, done by the Rev. 7. E. Hiscock, agent for 
the Conversionists at Frankfort-on-the-Maine, for the January 
No. of the Conversionists’ Magazine: ie 

After arrogantly assuming that ‘the blessing of God, evi- 
dently rests upon the means made use of by the London 
Society for Promoting Christianity among the Jews,” (they 
would call this blasphemy, who do not believe that the end 
justifies certain of these means), he goes on to say, “ the 
Jews themselves see it, and feel it; and, therefore, the infidel 
bigots, if 1 may use the paradox, are raising a cry against it. 

* * conversations with the Jews 
there were most interesting. I hope to find time to send every 
month reports of my labours. Of course I shall only give you 
the most interesting parts, and avoid, as much as possible, 
making the same statements over again, and then the Infidel 
Jenish Newspaper Editor may, if he please, make another 
pound, shilling and pence calculation, so as to show how much 
each journey made, or each word spoken, has cost. His 
ee upon the Society speaks volumes in its favor, according 
» My way of thinking. The more I see, hear, and feel, the 
a I rejoice in the thought that we are worth attacking, or 
avher, of being attacked, as an enemy in the open field. Let 
us only Come out more into the open field, and then we shall 
fair fighting. _At first the wounds we received were 
them ; ck, then in the side; but now we are beginning to get 
mor in the front: so much the better, since the promise is, if 

ght for the Lord, we shall be sure to conquer: not; if we 


a for him we shall not be wounded; no, wounded we may 
*, but conquered we cannot be.” 
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souls of the incalculable number of poor and ignorant 
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Facts are stubborn things, Mr. Editor, but only ‘ pound, 
shilling, and pence calculation,”’ can touch the vulnerable point 
of Conversionist equanimity. All the grave remonstrances, 
the argumentative appeals, which the Voice ef Jacob has from 
time to time published on the subject of the ‘‘ London Society 
for promoting Christianity among the Jews,” have been treated 
with an affected contempt here, at head quarters; but even the 
well paid vigilance which characterises their monthly bulletins, 
has not prevented the insinuation of the angry vapouring of — 
a pioneer at the outposts, in mortal dread for the security of the 
supplies. Since the Rey. Militant is so eager for open warfare, 
I suspect that his superiors will recommend to him a little 
more skill of fence. They, at least, are dexterous with 
foils.—But, after all, as Shakespeare has it, ‘‘ A hit, a very 
palpabie hit,’—appears to have been that ‘“‘ pound, shilling 
and pence” thrust (in your No. 20.) It was my second letter 
on the doings of the Association for the Promotion of Apostacy 
among the Jews, translated into the Archives Israelites, and 
epitomized in the All. Zeit. des Judenthums. Hence Mr. 
lliscock, at Frankfort, has got it ‘* in front,” and exclaims, 
with Laertes, ‘fa touch, a touch, I do confess.” As to our- 
selves, | have no fear but that he will ** pass with his best vio- 
lence,’ but, by way of ‘* gentle entertainment,’’ 1 counsel him 
to keep his weapon clean.—* Infidel bigot’ is a right original 
feint, but feints need no ward; ‘* judges bear a wary eye,” and 
might prove the “‘ palpable hit,” by the significant advertise- 
ment on the outside of the January number of the Conver- 
sionist Magazine, confessing that the committee have received 
complaints against some items of their expenditure! ! And still 
more palpably, by Alt Missionary Behrens, (on page 12. of 
their Mag.) who, after making out that his explanations must 
have been satisfactory to a Jew, because they were not attacked 
by him, says thus of Dr. Geiger:—‘‘ In the course of the 
conversation, the Rabbi, notwithstanding his boasted philo- 
sophy, grew vehement—a sign that he was in the wrong.” 
By that sign, the vehemence of invectives,—albeit paradoxical 
ones,—may exhibit Hiscock, Trotter, and Comp., in the wrong 
also. ‘lake a lesson from Hamlet, Messieurs, a weapon “ un- 
bated and envenomed” may change hands by accident. 

Having to close an account with another of the firm, I must 
refer your readers to the magazine itself. By way of guide to Mr, 
Hiscock’s contributions, (in which they are promised that he will 
obey apparently recent orders, and “ avoid, as much as possi- 
ble, making the same statements over again”) I quote the title 
and conclusion. ‘The former is a distinction conferred at head 
quarters, and reads thus:—‘‘ Hncouragement for prosecuting 
the Missionary Work, notwithstanding the ssetént Opposition 
made to it.”” ‘The conclusion, is Mr. Mistock’s own, and, appa- 
rently, the climax which earned the title:—‘* You would be 
surprised at the number of strangers who come in consequence 
of my visits to their neighbourhood. On one day, since mine 
of Noy. 4, no less than fourteen called before dinner!!” Won- 
drous, indeed, is this ‘‘ encouragement” extracted from these, 
the last words of the bevisited missionary! What, though no 
conversion be reported, fourteen came before dinner! how 
glorious then (Hamlet again) must have been the ‘custom 
always of the afternoon”! | 

Some one has sent me the Liverpool Chronicle, of the 22nd 
October, and marked in it a long letter by Publicus, who ap- 
peals to the editor for advice as to the disposal of a spare sove- 
reign. After a calculation, proving that his sovereign, if it have, 
when entrusted to the ‘‘ London Society,’ a power of salvation, 
can only save the two thousand two hundred and forty- 
fifth part of aJen’s soul, he asks the editor the following 

uestions :-— 
at lst. Is a Jew positively sure of being eternally saved by 
reason of his embracing, or professing to embrace, Christianity ? 
or whether, considering the peculiar prophecies relating to the 
Jews, which remain to be fulfilled, they do not, at present, 
run as good a chance of salvation whilst adhering to their own 
eculiar tenets ? 

“ Qdly. Whether this. large amount of money, and the exer- 
tions of the clergy, might not be better employed in saving ~_ 
eople 
inhabiting this populous country? In other words, whether 
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this money would not purchase the souls of an hundred times 
as many unconverted Lemngs who are not Jews? 


| 


-stances to an inconvenient number of miles from the parent 
synagogue, and compelled, therefore, to assemble for divine 


si 3dly. Supposing this Society to be doing a certain quantity | worship in some other ayengoee subject, nevertheless, to 


of good, whether my sovereign will not do more good by being | recognised spiritual guidance, an 
placed in the hands of the Treasurer of the Northern Hos- | ritual requirements. 


ital ?”’ 

. Let me hope, if the editor have not yet given his award, 
that some one will bring these extracts—from Hiscock’s pleas for 
morning calls—under. his, the editor’s review; and also, that 
the Conversion Society’s organ will note that the ** Infidel Jew- 
ish Editor” is not the only one responsible for publishing—pound, 
shilling, and pence calculations, and that f 

responsibility of having sent you the original letter. 


‘To the Conversionists who say they rejoice “‘in the thought | compeers in station and influence; that position is to be * 


| 


that they are worth attacking, or rather, of being attacked.” | 


I also exclaim, ‘‘ Let us come out more in the open field, and 

then we shall have more fair fighting.”” The fight is none of 

our seeking, but why do the leaders skulk ere, in their own 

magazine, and only publish the cartel of the brave champion, 

beyond our reach, at Frankfort? and even that addressed to the 

winds, though the abuse is intended for JACOB. 
To the Editor of the Voice of Jacob. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Charity Ball—On referring to our advertising columns, it 
will be observed, that the Anniversary Ball in aid of the funds 
of the Institution for the relief of the Indigent Blind, will take 
place on the 14th of next month. The peculiar claims of this 
excellent charity upon public support, consist not only in the 
lamentable affliction of those whom it relieves, but in the 
pecuniary sacrifices recently made for the union with another 
charity for the relief of the Blind. This institution-has been 
the first to set an example of that union of charitable associa- 
tions, having similar objects, which many of our leading men 
have recently advocated. We are enabled to speak personally 
as to the select character of last year’s entertainment, and we 
trust that this anniversary, may prove equally gratifying to the 
‘visitors, and productive to the charity. 

The Sphardim Congregation.—W e referred, at some length, 
in the leading article of our No. 11, to the character of a penal 
law in the code which regulates this congregation, impossible 
of execution, and incompatible with the spirit of the times. 
In tracing the origin of this law, and even in admitting its expe- 
diency at the period of its enactment, we were unable to 
conceal our regret that, because a section of the congregation 
had demanded, together with its repeal, other, but inadmis- 


sable, alterations in the fundamental principles of congrega- | 


tional union,—the majority, in refusing what was unreasonable, 
had likewise persisted in wrong, by rejecting the proposal to 
repeal the law of Cherem! The reproach, as we hope, will 
in a couple of days cease to exist, for at an aggregate meeting 
of all the members of the Sphardim congregation, held last 


week, the needful modifications were approved by a majority 


of more than three to one. The formal confirmation by 
another meeting, is alone wanting to give them effect. 

We are glad to see that the vague dread of necessary im- 
provement, or whatever else it has been called, is at length 
yielding, if not to a reckless clamour, at least to a dawning 
consciousness that the very “‘ authority” which is the point in 
dispute, was designed to preserve our sacred institutions, not 
merely by the erection of fences, but by the removal of them, 
when altered circumstances render them inimical to the great 
ends of our divine mission. 

In the instance of the vexed question in the Sphardim con- 
gregation,—to battle fora law which cannot be enforced, and 
which even its advocates do not or cannot avoid breaking, is 
to familiarize the public with a disregard of law generally. 
To make the old law useful, or even operative, it would be 
needful to restore the state of things as they existed in the 
times of Charles II.; a change as impossible, as it is undesirable ; 
—or, to secure the concurrence, in the principle objected to, of 
other congregations not then existing. That too would be 
impracticable : there is — one other which does now, or — 
at any time recognize justice of pains, penalties, and dis- 
qudibeations: enforced against pious men removed by circum- 


conforming too in all essentia] 
If the Sphardim congregation had per. 
sisted further in seeking to give effect to an absolute imprac. 
ticability, not only might resistance to it have been facilitated 


and encouraged by other metropolitan communities; but, jy 


case of a conflict, the usage of those others would be held to 
overrule the objects of a selfish policy, inimical to the common 
interests. We are indeed rejoiced, that the period of wigso 


willingly take the | concession has not altogether been allowed to pass by the 


Sphardim congregation; it has, hitherto, ranked high among its 


maintained only by general unity of feeling and of design, and, 
so far as itself shall determine, of habit also. We question 
whether there now exists a synagogue in Great Britain, however 
powerful, which, in risking to mar the common well-being 
of our communities by any. policy of isolation, would not 
thereby inevitably sow those latent germs of discord, which 
would ensure its own destruction. “ 
Seasonable Benevolence.—A truly charitable member of the 
New Synagogue, Great St. Helen’s, has distributed among the 
Jewish poor, at his own private cost, 400 sacks of coals.—Efforts 
are being made to supply the girls of the Free School, Bell-lane, 
with dinners every day, at a very trifling cost, as was done last 
year, (vide No. 10.) A commencement has been made.—In 
all the schools of the Sphardim Congregation, and now also in 
the Jews’ Infant School, Houndsditch, dinners (mostly of soup’ 
are provided to the scholars, (between three and four hundred 
altogether) every Monday and Thursday. It is hoped, that the 
admirable economy and toilsome superintendence of a few kind 
hearted ladies, assisted by the donations of those who cannot 
make such sacrifices, will render the supply continuous over 
the winter. It will operate ‘as a valuable assistance to the 
suffering poor, whose chief burden is the maintenance of these 
young children; an assistance only’ to be earned by giving 
them the advantages which education affords, and which are 
scarcely a less needful provision than their food and clothing. 
The occasion is thus spared for the little children’s running 
through the streets in all weathers, for the scanty and mostly 
cold morsel which they can get at home. And yet, all this 
does not pauperize those who receive the advantages, fora 
half-penny per meal is charged, and nearly always paid cheer- 
fully ; and that sum, small as it is, has been calculated to cover 


the intrinsic cost of the meal :—the further expense being re- 


quired for the apparatus, cooking, Ke. Vide vol. i. p. 69. 

Jewish Freemasons.—The 54th anniversary of the Lodge of 
Joppa, No. 223, was celebrated at the George and Vulture, on 
the 4th instant. The ceremony of installing the new Master, 
bro. M. Levy, having been concluded, Bro. David Moses 
received his insignia of office, as treasurer—for the 32nd year; 
an expressive mark of the estimation in which he is held. 
Bro. 8. M. Lazarus was again appointed secretary ; and the 
business of the lodge being over, about forty of the brethren, 
including grand officers of the United Grand Lodge of En- 
gland, and other visitors, partook of a sumptuous dinner, pr0- 
vided by Bro. Myers, who is well known as a liberal caterer. 
The excellent dessert and wines were provided by the host. 
Grace, according to the Hebrew ritual, having been said, the 
usual loyal and masonic toasts were proposed ; the new Maste! 
and other officers made suitable responses for the compliments 
paid to them respectively. The W. Master then called atten- 
tion to a pleasing duty which devolved upon him, the sem 
tion of a handsome silver tea service to Bro, S. M. Lazarus, 
bearing the following inscription. 

Presented to Bro. S. M. Lazarus, by the Members of the 
Lodge of Joppa, No. 223, in testimony of their fraternal 
regard and esteem for the indefatigable exertion and zeal he 
has manifested on all Masonic occasions, as their Honorary 
Secretary for five successive years. 4th January, 1843. 

Bro. Lazarus made an appropriate acknowledgment for the 


honor thus conferred upon him; and the party broke up much 
d of 


gratified with the proceedings. 
The lodge of me is, with few exceptions, compose 
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of not ‘feeding an unjust prejudice, even in fiction. 


members of the faith of Israel; a circumstance they find to be 
convenient in some respects, but we are assured, that there exists 
no spirit of exclusion in any of the masonic institutions of this 
country, but that brethren professing the Jewish creed fre- 
quently attain to the highest honours in distinguished lodges, 
where religious distinctions are always left outside the door of 
the temple.—{ W hat a contrastis this to the illiberal spirit which 
is said to exclude Jews from some lodges in Germany! 
It is industriously published, that the purest and widest 
hilanthropy is the main object of Masonry,—can such be com- 
patible with the exclusion of those, who testify to that code 
which has taught philanthropy to the world at large ?—Ep. } 


Frazer's Magazine.—Our attention was called, some months 
since, toa chapter of ** Fitz Boodle’s Confessions” in the Oct. 
number of this Magazine, recounting a pretended adventure in 
Germany, in which a Jewish banker and his daughter are 
made to cut very sorry figures. Now we disclaim, at once, the 


Quixotic task of tilting with all the hard grinding machines, 


which turn to the popular winds, and for which a very free 
trade principle is accustomed to mete Jewish corn by the 
bushel of others; therefore it was that we declined, in a few 
words to Correspondents, (v. No. 31.) to take any further 
notice of these so called ‘* Confessions.” True, the reasons 
given for thus declining, were not particularly complimentary 
to the author; but there we interfded that the matter should 
rest, had we not soon after received a letter from another 
known correspondent, with whose sensitiveness on these points 
we have some sympathy. ‘This gentleman complained of dis- 
courtesy once shewn by the late Mr. Frazer to a Jewish writer, 
(of the fair sex too,) whom he had permitted to be misrepre- 
sented in a former magazine. Now this was but an ancient 


_. grudge, and the offender was no longer citable at the bar of 


public opinion; so we merely enclosed our correspondent’s 
statement to the present Editor of Frazer’s Magazine, with a 
private note from ourselves, written in.a friendly spirit, calling 
attention to the prevailing impression,—that the magazine had 


» been, and still was, inimical to the Jews; but avowing our own 


ropriety 
Ve need 
not remind our friends, how frequently the taste and bias of the 


belief to the contrary, and respectfully hinting at the 


man, have been traced to the tales told in his nursery: and that 


_ | even a worshipful alderman was angry at being told that 


Gulliver's travels were but a fiction. Our note to Frazer's was 


confidential; we stated that our intention was not to print the 


accusatory letter of our correspondent, and asked that it should 
be returned to us. Some months elapsed, and we neither 
heard nor saw any thing more on the subject; and as the 
‘* Confessions” were not resumed, we thought that the author 
had closed his career, penitent.—But, lo! in this month’s 
number of Frazer, we find that our nut shells have ‘hit an 
invisible son of the great genius of the magazine ; a free com- 
panion admitted to the arcanum of the great Oliver himself! 
{t would indeed be ungracious in us to quarrel with this new 
Confession of Fitzboodle ; for he says—* it is the statement 
which is false, and 1 confess there is not one word of truth in 
it. Inever knew, to my knowledge, any Hirsch or Léwe in 
my life; I never was with Minna Lowe; the adventures never 
did occur at Bonn. Is my friend now satisfied? Let him 
remember, in the first place, that the tale is related of indi- 
viduals, and not of his people at large; and in the second place 
that the statement is not true. If ¢hat wont satisfy him, what 
will? Rabbi, let us part in peace! Neither thee nor thy like 
would George Fitz Boodle ever willingly harm—neither thee 
nor any bearded nor unbearded man. If there be no worse 
Fogues in Jewry, the people is more lucky than the rest of the 
World, and the fact is good to be known.” 
€ are satisfied, and have no disposition to dilate upon the 
mere stupidity of these Confessions; for the author good 
umouredly pleads guilty to that, on the impeachment of “ most 
of the journalists.” We only differ from him in our belief, that 
stupid things might be dangerous too. The light hearted 
Boodle would be neither one nor the other, if he would employ 
is pen in the worthier and more serviceable line, which an 
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occasional dash proves him capable of. And now that a mountain 


has been made of this said molehill, and our humble self has 


been exaggerated into a Lion, “the Lion of Judah,” as he 
calls us; we have but given Herr Poodle ‘y his Frankfiirth 
friends would pronounce it) a good natured tap of our paw, 
and we ‘* part in peace.” 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Dreadful Fire-—On the night of the 26th of June last, a 
fire broke out at 22zeszow in Galicia, (Austrian), and was not 
extinguished until the greater part of the town had been re- 
duced to ashes, many persons perishing both in the flames and 
under the falling ruins. This melancholy calamity is brought 
under our immediate notice by the polite attention of Sir 
Moses Montefiore. The information before us, consists of the 


| official details under the date of the 27th June, 1842, and a 


very touching appeal by the Jewish community of the unfor- 
tunate town; which, in the destruction of the Jewish quarter, 
has lost its five synagogues and its hospital. The appeal is 
dated on the 18th December, and does not pray for the ordi- 
nary necessities of the community, urgent as they have been, 
but implores Sir Moses Montefiore’s aid and influence for the 
restoration of at least one Synagogue and the Hospital. We 
perceive, with pleasure, that notwithstanding the numerous 
claims made upon the benevolence of this worthy man, from 
the wide range throughout which his fame has travelled, he is 
nevertheless about to send £10 (£5 for himself and £5 for his 
estimable lady) in recognition of that spiritual bond which iden- 
tifies Israel, however scattered, and which, in enabling even 
distant sufferers to restore an altar to His worship, finds a 
hallowing use for the abundance vouchsafed' for these ends, 
We commend so excellent an example to others, who have 
been blessed with such means for ‘*‘ making His name known 
throughout the earth.” : 
Jewish Literature.—We learn from the Archives [sraelites, 
that. the association recently formed in Breslau, for the promo- 
tion of Jewish literature, has already ordered the various 
periodicals connected therewith; including the Archives /s- 
raelites, the Orient, the All. Zeitung des Judenthums, and the 
Voice of Jacob. Much credit is given to LHerr Breslauer, 
founder of the institution, as well as to Commercial-Counsellor 
Frankel, who has set apart for its purposes, several rooms tn 
the hospital which bears his name. In the reading room, are 
likewise to be found a collection of ancient Hebrew works, 
together with many others in various languages, on the subject 
of the Bible and the Jews. Lectures on ‘Talmudic and other 
sciences, are delivered three times a week. Our French con- 
temporary is again urging upon the Consistoire Centr 
desirableness of forming a similar institution in Paris. We 
have hopes that the leading article in our last numbgr, will 
prove the precursor of a successful association of the same kind 
in London, 
France. (From the Archives Israelites.) —“The Minister ot 
Public Instruction is about to grant 500 fr., on the requisition 
of Col. Cerfberr, (Deputé) to the community of Niederraedern, 
Bas-Rhin) towards the erection of a Jewish school house. 
—The 12th volume of the translation of the Bible into French, 
by M. Cahen, is on the eve of publication. It contains the 
twelve minor prophets, and is accompanied by a previously 
inedited commentary by 2. Tanhoum, with a translation and 
notes by M. S. Munk.—The Queen of England has recently 
expressed great admiration of a magnificent silver-gilt vase, 
presented by the Jews of Paris to Sir Moses Montefiore, in 
acknowledgment of his services in the EKast.—dlerandrow, 
a Cossack village in the Caucasus, 1s nearly entirely inhabited 
by a sect whose language, exterior, dress, &c., are Russian, but 
who follow the Jewish religion. They observe circumcision, 
and celebrate the sabbath and principal Jewish festivals, but 
their Bible is in the ancient Sclavonic. It is not known how, 
and at what period, these people left Christianity for Judaism. 
The true Jews dislike them, and call them Swubboiniks, 
(Sabbatarians.) In 1838, the Emperor Nicholas, on his return 
from Georgia, conferred on them the Cossack rights. Among 


entrale, the 
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a population of 180,000 souls found in the Caucasus, there are | rgovie; for the local papers give an interesting account of the 
1500 of these Subbotniks.” inauguration of a Jewish school at Lengnau. 
Berlin.—A private correspondent calls our attention to a_ | ms 
painful'revelation (in the Leipzig Allgemeine Zeitung, alead-, Paroles d'un Israelite croyant.—M. . Anspach,a French Jew, 
ing paper of Germany), of‘ the conduct of the Rev. Missionary and translator of our prayers Into that language, has just pub. 
Hartmann, in having misled the daughter of a Jewish teacher lished a treatise under this title; the Franktort Journal (Chris. 
at Fraustadt; the exposé is made by the unfortunate father tian) thus expresses itself. “This book creates, both amon 
himself.” The newspapers are promised to us at some con- Jews and Christians, a great sensation. _It is, among other ob. 
venient opportunity.—Our correspondent alludes to some proofs, jects, directed against those Conversionists, who travel all the 
on the eve of publication, shewing that the Christian calcula- | year long through our country in order to save souls, and at 
tion of time is erroneous, and that the current year should be | the same time to fatten upon the pensions of the London Mis. 
called 1863 in place of 1843. _sionary Societies. This trade has, unhappily, found an increased 
number of followers; in consequence of which, the Conversion 
Worship of the true God at the ‘‘ ends of the earth.” —Our | mania seizes for the most part upon Christians, whose number js 
Nos. 34 and 36 contained some interesting extracts, made from | considerably more numerous than that of the Jews. Thus it 
ew matter found in the Australian reprint of the /"oice of | happens, that these strolling players continue to discover a larger 
Jacob. The topic most interesting in these papers, is the effort | scope for their operations. At this moment, about 36 such 
uow being made by the Jews in Sydney to erect a Synagogue, | commis voyageurs are travelling through the Rhine and Moselle 
after the lithographed plan published in No. 2 of ther ** Voice | districts.” 
of Jacob.” We cheerfully lend our columns for an appeal in | | 
behalf of so sacred a purpose, gratified to learn, that the triends | J2ussian Jews,—At this juncture, when the determination of 
of our Antipodean brethren are already exerting themselves in| the Emperor of Russia to establish schools on a large scale for 
its behalf, successfully, Should any Gentile ‘‘ Friends of Israel’ | his Jewish subjects, has excited suspicion in the minds of many, 
feel disposed to win the blessing promised to those who cherish | who think that this measure has some object ulterior to the 
objects like these, we will willingly obtain that privilege for them. | mere education of the Jews,—the official declaration of a high 
Extract of a private letter from Messrs. L. and S. Spyer, of | functionary of this empire, on religious points, deserves particu. 
Sydney, dated August 26th, 1842. | lar notice. In a speech delivered by Governor General De 
‘‘ Being well aware of your wish to encourage the adherence | Bibikoff to the Polish nobility assembled at Kaminiez Podolsk, 
to our religion and its holy worship, we feel no hesitation in | he expressed himself, (according to the newspapers,) thus: “I 
calling on you to promote its good cause in this distant part of | repeat here the words which my Sovereign pronounced to me— 
the globe. A Synagogue is in course of erection here, and we | ‘It is my will, that in my Empire the liberty of various creeds, 
would be thankful for your assistance towards its building. | after their several customs, be respected. And I declare at 
Further, we hope you will use your influence with your friends . the same time, that I esteem alike all my subjects, to whatever 
and co-religionists, to enable us to carry out successfully so religion they belong.’.—These are the words of the Emperor 
laudable an undertaking.” Nicholas the first !”’ 
We are requested to state that Mr. Jones Spyer, of No. 30, | 
Broad St. Buildings, and Mr. Walter Josephs, of No.15,South = Poland.—Our brethren here appear to expect great changes. 
St., Finsbury, will forward any donations received in furtherance We condense the information given on this subject by our Ger- 
of the above object. A list of contributions has already been man contemporaries, into the following notice. The Elders of 
formed by those gentlemen—the names of the donors are | Warsaw had of late an audience of the Governor, Prince 
to be published in this paper. Paskewicz, which lasted two hours. The Elders had reason to 
ee be satisfied with the reception they met with on the part of the 
Jewish Hospital at Jerusalem.—The A. Z. d. J. gives the | Prince. Though nothing official has transpired, yet it is gene-. 
first list of donations towards the foundation of an hospital at rally understood, that the project of the Governor, (to promote 
Jerusalem, (v. No. 32 p.52.) We are as yet unable to present agriculture among the Jews on a large scale,) was the main ob- 
a list of donations from English Jews, in proof that they sympa- | ject-of this audience. This project, it is said, meets with great 
thize with the suffering of our Palestine brethren, equally with | support among the Jews themselves. Already has a distin- 
our German co-religionists. So far, we have had no more to} guished member of their body, Herr Posner, the cloth manu- 
record than the donations of Sir Moses Montefiore, and Moses | tacturer, established an agricultural colony, consisting of thirty 
Mocatia, Esq. The Germans are generally reproached with | Jewish families; and it is expected that other Jews will soou 
a lukewarmness of belief in the hopes connected with those | imitate his example, ona still larger scale. 
sacred localities ; in thjs instance, at least, they do not betray | | 
an inferiority of faith or zeal. | | 


REVIEW. 
Baron de Rothschild of Paris, conjointly with several other Snp> Syna2—By Dr. Hirsch, Chief Rabbi at Emden. 
distinguished members of the Jewish faith, has presented the Consistently with the promise in‘a former number, we offer 


consul at D yon set with | the following extracts from this book. In an introductory letter, 
lamonds, accompanied by a letter of thanks for his interposi- | th» author relates to his friends a dream, which represents, in 4 


tion in the Damascus affair. species of allegory, the destructive tendencies of certain Ger- 
man theologians, and the consequences necessarily resulting. 

‘1 saw Perez* (a fictitious person whom he represents as mad 
at the head of a mob seized with frenzy not less than his, storming 
and brandishing their torches towards the hill of the temple. 
Majestic, exalted, and tranquil stood the sanctuary of the holy law 
upon the summit of the mountain. Down to the plain, and 
covering the hill on all sides, stood the numberless multitude 
of those distinguished men who, during 3,000 years, teaching 
and fulfilling, protecting and vindicating, bleeding and conque!- 
ing, have lived and died for the law of God. These saw the 
phrenzied host, heard their mad shout, perceived the aim of 
their furious storming ;—and they covered their faces. They 
were used to suffer the blows of strangers, accustomed to die 
and to conquer for their sons, but not to present their cheeks 


Cracow.—We read a heart-rending description of the 
numerous Jewish residents in Cracow. The hatred of the 
Christian inhabitants is daily increasing, and the legal restric- 
tions are constantly augmenting. Of late, even the permission to 
marry has been clogged with certain conditions which appear 
to us ridiculous. Such, for instance, as requiring them to have 
prosecuted gymnasial studies (coseenponding to our higher 
grammar schools). Another barbarous restriction, is their 
confinement to a dirty corner of the city, and the obstinate 
refusal to allow the slightest enlargement of this quarter, though 
it is rendered so imperative by the increase of the Jews. 


Geneva.—The council of state has rejected the petition of the 
numerous resident Jews to be allowed to perform divine service 
in this place! A different spirit prevails in the Canton of | * yup means to pull down, to destroy. 
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to the smiting of their own sons ;—and they hid their faces. | the locality of the sore, but, like a true physician, he proposes 


Still more closely pressed the raging crowd, brandishing their 


torches, till they deridingly singed the beards and the garments of 
those hoary men. Then they heaped up into a pile the writ- 
ings of the sages; fiercely crackling the flames arose, and the 
sparks flew heavenward. 

«The sacred fortress, however, towered yet in majestic calm- 


ness, and they would have willingly spared the sanctuary :—but | 


the fire which they had kindled was no longer under their con- 
trol. A waving sea of flame covered the hill of the temple ; the 
wide and lofty portals yielded suddenly to the heat; and the sane- 
tuary caught the fire which its own sons had kindled. Down 
burnt the temple ; down burnt the altar and the sacred table ; 
down burnt the curtain ;—and into the holy of holies the flame 
penetrated, consuming the tablets and the law:—from the 
heights of Zion streamed down the sea of fire, through countries 


earth became a smoking waste; and amid wide, extended, and 
desolated ruins, the fire became extinct, 

“Tt was night again, and the stillness of the night, and but one 
glimmer shone through the darkness :—it was the torch in the 
phrenzied hand of Perez. With mad shouts he wandered 
about, seeking whether anything had been spared; and as he 
found nothing, he stood still, and stretching his torch towards 


the heavens, he exulted in phrenzied extacy on the work he | 


had done, on the night that was around him, and that the only 
light in that night was his. And as he thus stood, the torch, 
which had nothing else to consume, consumed itself. Lower 
and-still lower it burned, but Perez observed it not. Then the 
torch found but one object for its craving—it seized on Perez; 
the unhappy man was destroyed in smoke, Thus had the de- 
structive torch, in a phrenzied hand, at first applied only to 
the tradition, destroyed also the sanctuary of God, with all 
that was exalted and holy to man; till, at length, after having 
consumed even the hand that bore it, it also became ex- 
tinct ;—and as I peered out into the starless night, the last spark 
of Perez’s torch was extinguished. | 

‘* Another ray of morning dawn rose in the orient of heaven, 
and forth stepped a long train of exalted men, clothed in glow- 
ing white garments. ‘They were Israel's elders and judges; 
prophets and men of the great synagogue ; sages of the 'Tal- 
mud, and the Rabbis; and at the head of this great and glori- 
ous train stood Moses their leader; from his face beamed 
again the heavenly lustre ; its rays kindled the candlestick, the 
only remnant from the destruction of the sanctuary. And, as 
the sea of light flowed around the candlestick,—behold! there 


- Stood again the temple in its majesty and peace; the altar and 


the table arose; the curtain waved once more before the holy 
of holies; in the ark rested again the divine code, covered by 
the cherubim of God ; and the earth was once more filled with 


blessing and joy. 
_ Moses stepped towards me, saying,—‘ couldst thou despond, 
my son, when thou perceivedst the struggle of error against truth, 
—of man against God? Phrengy, removed heaven from earth, 
called my work what was the work of God, called those de- 
celvers and liars who were free messengers of the word of God! 
and therefore couldst thou despond? But lo! what the word 
of God had announced to me did I faithfully transmit to these, 
and these have, in their turn, faithfully handed it down from 
generation to generation; and what my people have transmitted 
down through thousands of years will’ 
noise awakened me.” 

he beauty and the aptness of this allegory are too obvious to 
need any further elucidation. After having passed under review 
the erring theologians adverted to, he writes (p. 66.): ‘* Either 
these sunihsdaidin look knowledge to understand aright the Tal- 
mud and Bible—if so, they are not competent to say a word in 


this sacred matter ; or, these gentlemen are too much blinded 


y their favorite leanings; too much biassed to understand 
aright the Talmud and Bible—if so, they are not compeient to 
Say @ word in this sacred matter; or, these gentlemen possess 
Persea knowledge, and are unbiassed; but they have no 
sire to understand aright the Talmud and Bible—in that case, 

“Y are not worthy to say a word in this sacred matter.” 

ut Dr. Hirsch does not content himself with pointing out 


at that moment a 


also the remedies suited to the removal of the evil, and strongly 
urges their application. He finds the most efficacious remedy 
to consist in a greater regard for the education of our children; 
in the foundation of establishments for the proper training of 
Rabbis, based upon strict Jewish principles; and in the forma- 
tion of associations for disseminating a better knowledge of 
Judaism among the Jews. 

His last letter (the 5th) is so pregnant with important and 
well-timed advice, that it deserves to be entirely translated ; we 
cannot, however, find sufficient room for its insertion, and 
we shall, therefore, give only a digest, adhering as much as 
possible to the expressions of our author. 

“It is true, the aspect of modern Judaism is gloomy, but it is 
still not the gloomiest. Do we perceive cramp, convulsions, 


or dangerous disease ?—It is sad, but these very convulsions 
and cities, burning down all that was exalted and holy, until the | 


show that life is still there, that nature struggles with death. 
The most melancholy reflection is, that those who stand round 
the patient, who behold the convulsions, stand there passively, 
and do nothing to relieve. The orthodox Jew forms pious 
wishes, sighs, and that is all. Instead of putting forth his 
exertions as the pressing exigency demands, the orthodox Jew. 
drops his hands before him. Is this not melancholy—melan- 
choly indeed! True, we know—the Almighty promised it— 
the patient will not die:—but can this justify the supineness of 
the orthodox, or absolve them from the duty to contribute their 
part towards combating the disease? Is not the physician the 
active agent, through whose instrumentality the Almighty has 
chosen to dispense His cure ? 

‘* How applicable is here the saying of our sages ‘W323 "73 


xin is that to thee, which God ordains! 


W hat thou hast been‘commanded, must thou execute: and the 
Holy one (blessed be he) will do what is acceptable to him, 
» E63 * * Oh! that my cries of pain could sound 
from hamlet to hamlet, from village to village, from city to 
city, and from land to land: Oh! that they could arouse brethren 
who slumber still, arouse brethren who abandon themselves to 
unprofitable mortifications—Oh! that they might awake, and 
fulfil their duties !” 

Our author concludes with a warm and eloquent appeal to 
orthodox Jews, praying them to unite for the carrying out of 
measures Of a remedial character. 


OUR LETTER-BOX. 


Onerative Converts’ Institute,” Palestine Place,—Our last 
number contained an offer to deliver up to any dispassionate 
Christian enquirer, a letter received at our office, containing 
some awful revelations concerning the sort of people harboured 
in this institution. ‘That offer has not yet been accepted, and, 
therefore, we publish the following additional proposal of Ben 
Israel. ‘The writer, as we before observed, is unknown to us ; 
hence we had not sought his concurrence in our design to de- 
liver up his accusatory document, in the manner offered in our 
last. We now publish so much of his recent letter as pledges 
him to come forward and substantiate his charges against this 
institution. The other portions of the same communication, are 
designed to convict of hypocrisy a certain prominent member 
of the committee :—the instances adduced lie beyond our legi- 
timate province ; we have to deal with principles; personalities, 
however deserved, are rather weapons of offence than of de- 
fence. Itis the latter to which we shall restrict ourselves, so 
long as it shall be possible to do so. 

London, \\th Jan, 1843. 

Mr. Epitor,—All must recognise the candour and impar- 
tiality you evince in conducting the ‘* Voice of Jacob” generally, 
and more particularly relative to the offer you made in your last 
number, to hand over my letter to some Christian of reputation, 
unconnected with the ‘‘ Conversion Society.” I beg leave to 
state that you may perfectly rely on the veracity of the statement 
contained therein. So much so, that should your suggestion 
be adopted, I shall not have any objection, if timely notice is 
given in your paper, to attend a committee of investigation, 
composed of lay Subscribers to the London Society (not mem- 
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bers of the present committee), and to be examined by them, 
even upon oath, provided they are independent of, and not 
living upon, the Society's funds. 

Ben Israev. 


The Conversion Humbug—at Tunis. 


Sir,—When I read the report of the London Society for last 
year, I was struck with the disproportionate amount of the 
expenses for the mission to Tunis, —£1124 17s. 3d., and being 
desirous of knowing the result of such a lavish expenditure, I 
wrote to a gentleman of respectability and importance at that 
place, for information. I have just received a reply, of which 
enclosed jis a copy, for which, perhaps, you may be able to find 
room in your columns. As your interesting periodical has 
a wide circulation, this may perhaps tend to enlighten the sup- 
porters of the Society as to the effect of their exertions, at least 
in one place, and I have no doubt but information. might be 
obtained from other places where the Society have establish- 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


ments, which would shew the false light in which the result of | 


their labours has been represented by the missionaries. 


‘The managers of the Society and the concoctors of its reports 
have glorified the Subscribers on the avidity with which their | 


testaments and books have been sought after. 
Tunis shows in what spirit they are bought or received, and if 
the case is similar in other places, (which is highly. probable, ) 
the Society will reap little benefit by the expenditure of 


The letter from | 


salaries or remunerations, and we shall soon see the famed zea! 
of the missionaries for increasing the number of converts, sink 
gradually into nothing. 
This information is all I can give you for the present, I am 
conscious it is accurate, so hope you will ay it before the public. 
Memorandum, from report of London Society in 1841, 


Expenses of mission at Tunis...............£1124 17s. 3d. 
*Expenses of printing Hebrew old and new Testa- 


£2637 15s. 10d. 


Notices to Correspondents are omitted for rant of Room. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 


Friday 20th Jan. 19th Shebat. Sabbath at 4 o’Clock. 

Sabb. 21 20 portion for the week 
a Sabbath at 4 o’Clock 
‘Sabb. 28 27 portion for the week 

Wed. Ist Feb. Ist Adar Is 5 


| 


the £2637 15s. 10, charged for printing and binding these | 


books. 


the above Society have the pleasure to announce, that the Passover Bread fort 


on the several charges in the account published in the report. 


of 1841. Among others, Hebrew College, £1011 12s. 9d.; 
Publications, £1041 3s. 10.; Management, £1341 3s. 4d. 
is very desirable that you should notice the subject. 
'  T remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
I. R. 


I now take up my pen, in compliance with your request 
to be informed. whether or not the report of the Society «in 
London is true. I have only to say, that I have resided in this 
place since the year 1835, and have seen four or five mission- 
aries here, but never heard say that any of them induced our 
brethren to listen to them or to‘become converts. 1 know very 
well that the missionaries in this place lead a very easy and com- 
fortable life, for besides what they have assigned them to live on, 
(and I doubt not they have far too much,) they import such 
considerable quantities of bibles and other books, which they 
sell with great facility, for they do not overcharge.* They sell 
beautifully bound books at w Baan six-pence sterling, and men 
and children of all conditions flock to purchase a book for a 
piastre, and say it does them good to see the missionaries’ books 
in flames! I have been assured also, that the leaves of the said 
books are to be met with in every indecent quarter,and are very 
often scattered about at the missionaries’ doors and under their 
windows. For the sale of their books they employ two of the 
worst characters in this place, and are obliged to pay them 
well for their trouble, or they run the risk of being insulted and 
ill-used in their own houses. After sunset, a missionary in this 

lace dares not leave his residence, and the only thing that 

eeps them secure within their own doors, is the fear the 
natives have of displeasing the Consul. ‘Tunis is not the place 
adapted to missionaries I can assure you, for we have a good 
number of rabbis here, who are constantly employed in teach- 
ing and explaining the doctrine of our holy and blessed reli- 
gion, all the followers of which, be assured, have more good 
sense and sincerity in their faith, than to be seduced by any 
missionary, be he ever so clever. 

Indeed, I hope that the eyes of the public will soon be 
opened to the hopelessness of the attempt to convert any con- 
scientious Jew, and thus the consequence and patronage of the 
Society in London will be reduced to the impossibility of main- 
taining so many of these missionaries, who, I feel persuaded, 
are the first to play on its credulity, in order to obtain money 
and easy living from it; let the Society stop, for a while, the 


NATIONAL FRIENDLY ASSOCIATION fir 
@F the Manufacture of Passover Bread. Enrolled pursuant to Act of Parliament 
Office and Manufactory, 27, Goulston Square, Whitechapel.—The Committee of 


ils 


; : ensuing festival, will be disposed of by them at the unprecedentedly low price of 
A very amusing and instructive commentary might be written | 


id. per pound for the second quality, and 44d. for the best; and they beg most 
respectfully to urge attention to the claim they have on the Jewish public gene- 


rally for support, inasmuch that this reduction has been solely effected by their 


It 


exertions: and thus has been suppressed a monopoly, which compelled many 
of our humble brethren reluctantly to seek this necessary article of food in 
charity from the various synagogues, whereas, at this low pricc, they gladly avai! 
themselves of the opportunity of procuring it by their own exertions. 
By order, M. Hart, Secretary 
Orders and communications to be addressed to the office as above, where the 
Committee, from whom all information relative to the affairs of the Society may tb: 


Obtained, will be in attendance on Sundays. 


Yopy of a letter dated Tunis, 22nd June, 1842. | 


mons naan 
for the Relief of the Indigent Blind of the 
Jewish Persuasion.—The Anniversary Ball in aid of the funds of this Instita- 
tion, will be held at the London Tavern, on Tuesday, the }4th February, 1543. 
Tickets may be obtained on application to any of the members of the Committee 
23, Great Prescott Street, S. SOLOMON, Secretary. 


{YNGLISH and GERMAN SYNAGOGUE, Kingston, 

Jamaica.— Wanted, a single gentleman, to fill the office of one of the readers 
of this congregation; he must be fully qualified to perform all the duties of })M, 
including that of reading the Y5D. <A good education, Hebrew and English, is 
indispensable, and if able to deliver religious discourses in the latter tongue, it 
would be desirable. The salary will be £200 sterling, per annum, with a residence, 
medical attendance, &c. A free passage will be provided, Further particulars may 
be obtained of Messrs. Lazarus & Lawrance, No, 4, Castle-street, Houndsditch, 
London. 


MHE Commercial Gentlemen of the Jewish persuasion are 

respectfully informed, that a Board and Lodging Establishment, replete with 

every convenience, is open at No, 9, Blackfriars Street, Manchester, within one 

minutes walk of the Exchange, by 8. R. Leon, many years a resident of the town 
An Ordinary every day at haif past One. 


~ 


EWISH DAY SCHOOL, 2, Jeffrey’s Square, St. Mary 
@ Axe. It having been discovered that an incomplete preparatory knowledge, 
and want of discipline, have had a tendency to retard the progress of pupils sent 
to this establishment, Mr,-Lindenthal has determined, at the suggestion of several 
respectable parents, to add to his establishment a Preparatory Scuoot for young 
gentlemen, not under five years of age, For the better accomplishment of this 
plan, andin consequence of the increase of pupils in his present establishment, he 
has engaged the spacious premises, situated at No. 4, Bury Street, St. Mary Axe. 
The preparatory School will be opened as soon as the names of twelve pupils 
have been given in, and on a system likely to yield many advantages. It will con- 
sist of a senior and a junior class. These pupils will remain in the establishment 
six hours per day, during which time their amusements as well as their studies 
will be superintended.—Terms 6 Guineas per annum. For particulars, apply te 
Mr. Lindenthal, New Synagogue Chambers, Great St. Helens. 


WANTED as tenants of that portion of these extensive premises, not occupied 
for the purposes of the School, a respectable Jewish family, to whom the terms 
will be advantageous, in consideration of services to be rendered. Apply as above. 


London: Printed for Mr. Franxuin, by E. Varry, 27, Camomile Street, 
Bishopsgate. Published by B. Ste1i1, Paternoster Row; and may be 
had of the Printer; of Reyxotps, Church Row, Aldgate; of Barrt#, 
Brydges Street, Covent Garden; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and of 

all Booksellers and Newsmen. 
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